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A quick note on business calculus 
“What was Japan like when Newton 

was active ? “ 
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Calculus was established in Europe in the 17th century, but 

what was it like in Japan at that time? 

 

In 1689, five years after Leibniz published his Thesis on 

Calculus, Matsuo Basho set out on a journey along the narrow  

road. In 1704, Newton announced the results of calculus Theory 

of Quadrature. The time is the Genroku era of Tokugawa 

Tsunayoshi, the fifth Tokugawa shogun. Calculus was 

established in Europe during the Genroku era, when people 

wore topknots and enjoyed the culture of the Genroku era, 

making a great contribution to the history of mathematics. 

"Double-entry bookkeeping" used in accounting is said to have 

been invented by Lucapaccioli in Italy in the 15th century.  


